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and discriminated sharply between families of more
recent origin and the " old stock " who might derive
from Anglo-Norman times but were often Cromwellian
in their origin.   Only in a very few cases did they
descend from the purely Gaelic aristocracy, which,
except when  its  members  turned  Protestant,   dis-
appeared either by emigration or by sinking into the
mass of the peasantry.   The new rulers of Ireland
meet under a democratic constitution :  their claim is
to be " men of the people."    Yet in fact they are to
some degree handicapped by the lack of that prestige
which in an old-fashioned country goes to men of the
" old stock."   The sentimental liking for old lineage
and for those of long-standing association with power
has been offset by the prejudice against landlords as
such.   No prejudice  dies  out  immediately  on  the
removal  of its  causes,   and  landlord  families  will
inherit a share of unpopularity;   but it is possible
that as they begin to take their place in Irish life,
the feeling for them, as a respected aristocracy and
as national leaders, will more than compensate the
prejudices against their class, at all events where the
family has made friends through generations.
What has been said of Dublin is true with modifi-
cations of all the lesser towns. Everywhere there is
a county club, the faint shadow of Kildare Street whose
membership was primarily recruited from the landed
aristocracy and was extended as of right to officers
i,- ?\ ntlsh services- Everywhere the society
which by general consent occupied the top of the
social ladder was predominantly Protestant; though
m Cork, Limerick, and Galway there was a larger
infusion of Catholics than in Dublin. The revolution
which, m hundreds of cases, handed over the houses
of the landed gentry to occupation by Free State
troops or their Republican opponents, and did not
spare their club houses, has left a mark on all minds •
and social institutions will naturally be affected by it!
Whether the division between Irish and Anglo-Irish

